Level 0-6 Craft/Process:  should be evaluated by the teacher throughout the workshop process
☐Independence—The writer carries on as a writer of all text types without needing step-by-step help every minute along the way. The writer sets him/herself up with a task to do, does it, and then decides what he or she needs to do next. 
☐Attitude—The writer approaches writing with enthusiasm. The writer is proud of his/her writing and believes he/she has something to share with others. 
☐Productivity—The writer works for long stretches of time, regularly sustaining work for 30 to 40 minutes, and most of the writing time is spent actually writing. The amount of text on a page will vary based on the child’s proficiency. Writing occurs daily.
☐Genre— The writer learns from mentor texts with an eye toward imitating good qualities of craft, structure, and cohesion in his/her own writing. With guidance, the writer can distinguish between narrative, informational/explanatory, and opinion text types. 
☐Mini-lesson—The writer engages in lessons to improve her/his strategies and skills. 
☐Writer’s Process— The writer goes through each stage of the writing process:

☐ Prewriting—graphic organizers, four square, boxes and bullets, writing across your hand

☐ Writing/Drafting—the writer self selects topics (choice) and develops independence as a writer 

☐ Conferencing—the writer participates in peer editing and responds to conferences

☐ Revising—the writer responds to peer and teacher collaboration

☐ Editing—the writer edits and improves written pieces

☐ Publishing—the writer shares his/her work with others


Level 7-10 Craft/Process:  should be evaluated by the teacher throughout the workshop process
☐Independence—The writer carries on as a writer of all text types without needing step by step help every minute along the way. The writer sets him/herself up with a task to do, does it, and then decides what he or she needs to do next. 

☐Attitude—The writer approaches writing with enthusiasm. The writer is proud of his/her writing and believes he/she has something to share with others. 

☐Productivity— The writer works for long stretches of time, regularly sustaining work for 30 to 40 minutes, and most of the writing time is spent actually writing. The amount of text on a page will vary based on the child’s proficiency. Writing occurs daily.

☐Genre— The writer learns from mentor texts with an eye toward imitating good qualities of craft, structure, and cohesion in his/her own writing.  With guidance, the writer can distinguish between narrative, informational/explanatory, and opinion text types. 

☐Mini-lesson—The writer engages in lessons to improve her/his strategies and skills. 

☐Writer’s Process—The writer goes through each stage of the writing process:

☐ Prewriting—The writer plans her/his writing by selecting a big idea to advance crystallizing it into a thesis statement and drafting and revising a rough outline. She/he then conducts research to gather stories, quotations, lists, observations, and other kinds of evidence to support her/his thesis statement. Writers use a variety of graphic organizers.

☐ Writing/Drafting—the writer self selects topics and develops independence as a writer through research and reflection

☐ Conferencing—the writer participates in peer editing and responds to conferences

☐ Revising—the writer responds to peer and teacher collaboration

☐ Editing—the writer edits and improves written pieces

☐ Publishing—the writer shares his/her work with others

Persuasive Level 0—General Guidelines for Level Zero Writing:  
Common Core ELA Writing Standard K.1

Uses a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they name what they are writing about and supply opinions about the topic.

This is the beginning level of opinion writing.   Missing level criteria provides teaching points for conferencing in order to move the student into the next level or make them a stronger writer in this level. Conventions are scored separately with a +/- and should not affect the overall score positively or negatively.
*The heart of writer’s workshop is embedded in the first category of craft and process and should be viewed as the most critical area of the continuum. Craft and Process should be evaluated by the teacher throughout the writing process (see Craft/Process Description).

Structure of an Opinion

☐Draws, narrates, and/or writes an opinion
☐Attempts to identify a reason to support the opinion

☐When prompted to say what he/she is writing about, oral accounts may provide more cohesion than the student’s work

☐Demonstrates awareness of audience

Details and Elaboration

☐Elaborates more through oral accounts than through the writing itself.  May veer off- topic.  (Teacher may translate oral account on student text.)


Conventions are scored separately with a +/- and should not affect the overall 
score positively or negatively.
Conventions

☐May use correct initial sounds in most words written.
☐May begin to write from left to right.

☐May begin to space words correctly.


Persuasive Level 1—General Guidelines for Level One Writing:  
Common Core ELA Writing Standard K.1

Uses a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they name what they are writing about and supply opinions about the topic.

To achieve this level, the student must meet the criteria in Level Zero and the majority of criteria in Level One. 
Missing level criteria provides teaching points for conferencing in order to move the student into the next level or make them a stronger writer in this level. Conventions are scored separately with a +/- and should not affect the overall score positively or negatively.
*The heart of writer’s workshop is embedded in the first category of craft and process and should be viewed as the most critical area of the continuum. Craft and Process should be evaluated by the teacher throughout the writing process (see Craft/Process Description).

Structure of an Opinion

☐Draws, narrates, and/or writes an opinion
☐Attempts to identify a reason to support the opinion

☐When prompted to say what he/she is writing about, oral accounts may provide more cohesion than the student’s work

☐Demonstrates awareness of audience

Details and Elaboration

☐Elaborates more through oral accounts than through the writing itself.  May veer off- topic.  (Teacher may translate oral account on student text.)


Conventions are scored separately with a +/- and should not affect the overall score positively or negatively.
Conventions

☐May use correct initial sounds in most words written.
☐May begin to write from left to right.

☐May begin to space words correctly.

Persuasive Level Two—General Guidelines for Level Two Writing:  
Common Core ELA Writing Standard K.1

Uses a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they name what they are writing about and supply opinions about the topic. 

To achieve this level, the student must meet the criteria of Level One and the majority of criteria within Level Two. Missing level criteria provides teaching points for conferencing in order to move the student into the next level or make them a stronger writer in this level. Conventions are scored separately with a +/- and should not affect the overall score positively or negatively.
*The heart of writer’s workshop is embedded in the first category of craft and process and should be viewed as the most critical area of the continuum. Craft and Process should be evaluated by the teacher throughout the writing process (see Craft/Process Description).

Structure of an opinion

☐Draws, narrates, and/or writes an opinion
☐Attempts to identify reasons to support the opinion

☐Demonstrates awareness of audience

Details/Elaboration

☐Through drawing and writing, an opinion is included either in oral or in written form.
☐May have used sources such as, print and Internet to gather information about the opinion.

Conventions are scored separately with a +/- and should not affect the overall score positively or negatively.
Conventions

☐Capitalizes the first word in a sentence and the pronoun ‘I.’

☐Writes a letter or letters for most vowel sounds (phonemes).

☐Spells simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships. 


Persuasive Level Three—General Guidelines for Level Three Writing: 
Common Core ELA Writing Standard 1.1

Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the opinion, supply a reason for the opinion and supply some sense of closure.

To achieve this level, the student must meet the criteria of Level Two and the majority of criteria within Level Three. Missing level criteria provides teaching points for conferencing in order to move the student into the next level or make them a stronger writer in this level. Conventions are scored separately with a +/- and should not affect the overall score positively or negatively.
*The heart of writer’s workshop is embedded in the first category of craft and process and should be viewed as the most critical area of the continuum. Craft and Process should be evaluated by the teacher throughout the writing process (see Craft/Process Description).

Structure of an opinion

☐Narrates opinion clearly
☐Identifies at least 1 or more reason(s) to support opinion
☐Attempts some sense of closure but is not clear or effective.
☐Understands target audience

Details/Elaboration

☐Attempts to follow a sequence throughout the entire text.

☐May attempt the use of transition words in written text (because, first, next, then, also).
   ☐Uses sources (teacher guided), such as, print and Internet to gather information about the opinion.


Conventions are scored separately with a +/- and should not affect the overall score positively or negatively.
Conventions

☐Capitalizes dates and names of people.

☐Uses punctuation for sentences.

☐Uses conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns and for frequently occurring irregular words.

Persuasive Level Four—General Guidelines for Level Four Writing: 
Common Core ELA Writing Standard 1.1

Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the opinion, supply a reason for the opinion and supply some sense of closure.

To achieve this level, the student must meet the criteria of Level Three and the majority of criteria within Level Four. Missing level criteria provides teaching points for conferencing in order to move the student into the next level or make them a stronger writer in this level. Conventions are scored separately with a +/- and should not affect the overall score positively or negatively.
*The heart of writer’s workshop is embedded in the first category of craft and process and should be viewed as the most critical area of the continuum. Craft and Process should be evaluated by the teacher throughout the writing process (see Craft/Process Description).

Structure of an opinion

☐Narrates opinion clearly and identifies at least 2 or more reasons to support opinion.
☐Attempts to explain reason(s) using details or a mini-narrative.
☐Attempts an introduction and a body that supports the opinion.

☐Attempts some sense of closure but is not clear or effective.

☐Has a target audience.

Details/Elaboration

☐Evidence of a sequence exists through use of sentences to support reason/opinion.

☐Uses transition words to move from one idea to another (first, next, then, also, finally).
☐Attempts the use of persuasive language (e.g. I strongly believe…)

☐Use sources, such as, print and Internet to gather information about the opinion.


Conventions are scored separately with a +/- and should not affect the overall score positively or negatively.
Conventions

☐Use commas in dates and to separate single words in a series. 

☐Use punctuation for sentences.

☐Use conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns and for frequently occurring irregular words.

☐Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on phonemic awareness and spelling conventions.

* Consult the standards for additional conventions

Persuasive Level Five—General Guidelines for Level Five Writing:
Common Core ELA Writing 2.1

Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion and use linking words (e,g, because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons and provide a concluding statement or section.
To achieve this level, the student must meet the criteria of Level Four and the majority of criteria within Level Five. Missing level criteria provides teaching points for conferencing in order to move the student into the next level or make them a stronger writer in this level. Conventions are scored separately with a +/- and should not affect the overall score positively or negatively.
*The heart of writer’s workshop is embedded in the first category of craft and process and should be viewed as the most critical area of the continuum. Craft and Process should be evaluated by the teacher throughout the writing process (see Craft/Process Description).
Structure of an opinion

☐Narrates opinion clearly and identifies at least 2 reasons to support the opinion.

☐ Explains reasons using details or a mini-narrative

☐Reasons logically support the opinion (no digressions)

☐Demonstrates basic understanding of argumentative structure (topic sentence, paragraphs, ending).

☐Has an introduction and a body that organizes information that supports the opinion.

☐Has some sense of closure that clearly relates to the opinion.

☐Has a target audience.

Details/Elaboration

☐Presents evidence and reasons in a paragraph.
☐Evidence of a logical sequence exists, connecting opinion and reasons with multiple sentences.

☐Uses transition words (first, next, then, also, finally, furthermore) to move from one idea to another, making the text coherent.

☐Use of persuasive language or persuasive techniques 

☐Use sources, such as, print and Internet to gather information about the opinion.

Conventions are scored separately with a +/- and should not affect the overall score positively or negatively.
Conventions

☐Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names.
☐Use commas in dates, to separate single words in a series, greetings, and closings of letters.
☐Use an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives. 

☐Use conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns and for frequently occurring irregular words.

☐Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words.

· Consult the standards for additional conventions

Persuasive Level Six—General Guidelines for Level Six Writing:  
Common Core ELA Writing Standard 2.1

Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion and use linking words (e,g, because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons and provide a concluding statement or section.
To achieve this level, the student must meet the criteria of Level Five and the majority of criteria within Level Six. Missing level criteria provides teaching points for conferencing in order to move the student into the next level or make them a stronger writer in this level. Conventions are scored separately with a +/- and should not affect the overall score positively or negatively.
*The heart of writer’s workshop is embedded in the first category of craft and process and should be viewed as the most critical area of the continuum. Craft and Process should be evaluated by the teacher throughout the writing. 

Structure of an opinion

☐Narrates opinion clearly and identifies at least 2 reasons to support the opinion.

☐Explains reasons using more developed details (not simply listed) or a mini-narrative

☐Provides a concluding statement or paragraph(s) that clearly relates to the opinion
☐Writes to a target audience.

Details/Elaboration

☐Presents evidence and reasons in one or more paragraphs.

☐Uses some variety of sentence types (statement, question, exclamation) in a logical sequence.

☐Uses transition words (first, next, then, also, finally, for example) to move from one idea to another, making the text coherent.

☐Organizes information with the use of simple linking words (e.g. because, also, and, but, another, more) that supports the opinion. 
☐Has evidence of persuasive language or persuasive techniques (e.g. logic, emotional plea, security, etc.)

☐Uses sources, such as, print and Internet to gather information about the opinion.

Conventions are scored separately with a +/- and should not affect the overall score positively or negatively.
Conventions

☐Capitalizes holidays, product names, and geographic names.

☐Uses commas in greetings and closings of letters.

☐Uses an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives. 

☐Generalizes learned spelling patterns when writing words and frequently occurring irregular words.

☐Consults reference materials, including dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings.

* Consult the standards for additional conventions

Persuasive Level Seven—General Guidelines for Level Seven Writing:  
Common Core ELA Writing Standard 3.1

Write opinion pieces, supporting a point of view with reasons:  A.  Introduce the topic they are writing about, state and opinion, and create an organizational structure that lists reasons.  B.  Provide reasons that support the opinion.  C.  Use linking words and phrases to connect opinion and reasons (e.g. because, therefore, since, for example)

D.  Provide a concluding statement or section

To achieve this level, the student must meet the criteria of Level Six and the majority of criteria within Level Seven. Missing level criteria provides teaching points for conferencing in order to move the student into the next level or make them a stronger writer in this level. Conventions are scored separately with a +/- and should not affect the overall score positively or negatively.
*The heart of writer’s workshop is embedded in the first category of craft and process and should be viewed as the most critical area of the continuum. Craft and Process should be evaluated by the teacher throughout the writing process.
Structure of an opinion

☐Creates an introduction to the topic then states the opinion clearly

☐Creates an organizational structure that lists multiple reasons that support the opinion.

☐Includes relevant and descriptive details, facts or text evidence that support the opinion or reasons.
☐Provides a concluding statement or paragraph(s) that clearly relates to the opinion.

☐Writes to a target audience.

☐Demonstrates clear understanding of argumentative structure (topic sentence, paragraphs, ending).

Details/Elaboration

☐Presents evidence and reasons in one or more paragraphs.

☐Uses some variety of sentence types (statement, question, exclamation) in a logical sequence.

☐Uses a variety of transitions effectively to connect and support reasons.

☐Uses linking words and phrases (e.g. because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion and reasons. 
☐Effectively uses persuasive language or persuasive techniques (e.g. logic, emotional plea, security, etc.).

☐Uses sources, such as, print and Internet to gather information about the opinion.

Conventions are scored separately with a +/- and should not affect the overall score positively or negatively.
☐Capitalizes appropriate words in titles.
☐Uses commas and quotations marks in dialogue and addresses.
☐Chooses words and phrases for effect.
☐Spells studied words correctly and approximate unknown words while writing.
☐Consults reference materials, including dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings.

· Consult the standards for additional conventions

Persuasive Level Eight:  General Guidelines for Level Eight Writing:  
Common Core ELA Writing Standard 4.1

Write opinion pieces, supporting a point of view with reason and information
a. Introduce the topic clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s purpose.
b. Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details.
c. Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g. for instance, in order to, in addition)

d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented.
To achieve this level, the student must meet the criteria of Level Seven and the majority of criteria within Level Eight. Missing level criteria provides teaching points for conferencing in order to move the student into the next level or make them a stronger writer in this level. Conventions are scored separately with a +/- and should not affect the overall score positively or negatively.
*The heart of writer’s workshop is embedded in the first category of craft and process and should be viewed as the most critical area of the continuum. Craft and Process should be evaluated by the teacher throughout the writing process

Structure of an opinion

☐Creates an organizational structure, including a strong introduction, body, and conclusion, that groups related ideas to support the writer’s opinion.

☐Includes relevant and descriptive details, facts or text evidence that support the opinion or reasons
☐Provides a concluding statement or section that clearly relates to the opinion.

☐Writes to and has knowledge of the target audience and directs their reasons toward that audience.

☐Has evidence of argumentative structure (topic sentence or section, paragraphs, and ending).

Details/Elaboration

☐Elaborates using variety of details, examples, quotes, or text evidence to support opinion.

☐Uses some variety of sentence types (statement, question, exclamation) in a logical sequence.

☐ Uses a variety of transitions effectively to connect and support reasons.

☐Links opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g. for instance, in order to, in addition).

☐Uses a persuasive tone which reflects personal style, point of view, or individual insights/knowledge

☐Uses multiple sources, such as, print, digital, and oral to gather facts about the opinion and provide a list of sources.

Conventions are scored separately with a +/- and should not affect the overall score positively or negatively.
Conventions

☐Uses correct capitalization in all writing.

☐Uses commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.

☐Spells grade appropriate words correctly consulting references as needed.

☐Chooses words and punctuation to convey ideas precisely.

* Consult the standards for additional conventions

Persuasive Level Nine:  General Guidelines for Level Nine Writing:  
Common Core ELA Writing Standard 5.1

Write opinion pieces, supporting a point of view with reason and information

a. Introduce the topic clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which related ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose.

b. Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details.

c. Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases and clauses (e.g. consequently, specifically)

d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented.

To achieve this level, the student must meet the criteria of Level Eight and the majority of criteria within Level Nine. Missing level criteria provides teaching points for conferencing in order to move the student into the next level or make them a stronger writer in this level. Conventions are scored separately with a +/- and should not affect the overall score positively or negatively.
*The heart of writer’s workshop is embedded in the first category of craft and process and should be viewed as the most critical area of the continuum. Craft and Process should be evaluated by the teacher throughout the writing process (see Craft/Process Description).

Structure of an opinion

☐Creates an organizational structure that logically groups related ideas to support the writer’s opinion.

☐Includes relevant and descriptive details, facts or text evidence that support logically ordered reasons.
☐Provides a concluding section that clearly relates to the opinion.

☐Writes to and has knowledge of the target audience and directs their reasons toward that audience.

☐Has evidence of argumentative structure (topic sentence or section, paragraphs, and ending).

Details/Elaboration

☐Elaborates using variety of details, examples, quotes, or text evidence to support opinion.

☐Uses a wide variety of sentence types (statement, question, exclamation) in a logical sequence.

☐Links opinion and reasons using words and phrases and clauses (e.g. consequently, specifically).
☐Uses a persuasive tone which reflects personal style, point of view, or individual insights/knowledge
☐Uses multiple sources, such as, print, digital, and oral to gather facts about the opinion and provide a list of sources.

Conventions are scored separately with a +/- and should not affect the overall score positively or negatively.
Conventions

☐Uses punctuation to separate items in a series.
☐Uses a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of the sentence.
☐Uses underlining, quotation marks, or italics to indicate titles of works.
☐Spells grade appropriate words correctly consulting references as needed.

* Consult the standards for additional conventions

Persuasive Level Ten—General Guidelines for Level Ten Writing:  
Common Core ELA Writing Standard 6.1

Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly.

b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources, including oral sources, and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons.

d. Establish and maintain a formal style.

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented.

To achieve this level, the student must meet the criteria of Level Nine and the majority of criteria within Level Ten. Missing level criteria provides teaching points for conferencing in order to move the student into the next level or make them a stronger writer in this level. Conventions are scored separately with a +/- and should not affect the overall score positively or negatively.
*The heart of writer’s workshop is embedded in the first category of craft and process and should be viewed as the most critical area of the continuum. Craft and Process should be evaluated by the teacher throughout the writing process (see Craft/Process Description).

Structure of an opinion

☐Introduces claim(s) and organizes the reasons and evidence clearly.

☐Establishes and maintain a formal style (headings, paragraphs, sentences).
☐Provides a concluding paragraph or section that follows from the argument presented.

☐Writes to and has knowledge of the target audience and directs their reasons toward that audience.

Details/Elaboration

☐Develops the argument with concrete details, clear reasons, relevant evidence.

☐Uses effective, precise vocabulary and variety of sentence structure(s).

☐Includes depth of information with precise and relevant elaboration.
☐Uses words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons.

☐Uses a voice/tone that reflects personal style, point of view, and individual insights/knowledge.

☐Supports claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources, including oral sources, and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.


Conventions are scored separately with a +/- and should not affect the overall score positively or negatively.
Conventions

☐Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
☐Uses commas, parentheses, and dashes to set of nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements
☐Spells correctly and consults references as needed.
* Consult the standards for additional conventions

